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• the King's pleasure before every official appointment
was announced and a communication of every dispatch
before it was seht abroad, but it is likely that these
formalities are only observed now in matters of major
importance. But the powers of encouragement and
discouragement retain their vigour, because, as Bagehot
clearly showed, the King has two advantages over the
Premier, which may outweigh the fact that the latter
is inevitably a man of far more than average ability,
and the King almost inevitably not. One advantage is
the traditional reverence for the King's office, which
must add weight to his opinions and deters the
minister from directly refuting them. This deference
on the part of the minister might, however, diminish
with the general relaxation of etiquette. But the other
advantage lies in the nature of things, for the King is
at all events a permanent official and the Prime
Minister only a temporary one, so that a long experi-
ence will make the King a mentor whom a wise
minister is not only obliged, but positively desires, to
consult. In a word, the King knows the mistakes made
by a Premier's predecessors, and probably why they
made them.
But, in addition to these various kinds of political
influence, the British monarchy retains some vestiges
of political power. The power of creating peers, so as
to swamp opposition to ministers in the House of
Lords, is one of these, but the passage of the Parlia-
ment Act makes it improbable that the King would
ever feel called upon to destroy the effect of a veto
which is merely suspensive. It is more likely that he
would use his influence (as Queen Victoria twice did)
to effect a compromise between the Upper House and
the Government of the day, and, failing that, he would

